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Integrated Water Management Planning in the Middle Colorado River 

 
To improve security for all water uses in the Middle Colorado River by understanding and protecting existing uses, 

meeting shortages, and maintaining healthy riverine ecosystems in the face of increased future demand and climate 
uncertainty. 

 
 

Aquatics Focus Group Meeting 
December 3, 2018 
Meeting Summary 

 

I. Attendees 
Kendall Bakich - CPW 

 Ben Felt - CPW 
Jenn Logan - CPW 
Clay Ramey - USFS 
Richard Van Gytenbeek – Trout Unlimited 

Bill Hoblitzell – Lotic Hydrological 
AJ Keith- Stillwater Sciences 
Seth Mason – Lotic Hydrological 
Laurie Rink – Middle Colorado Watershed 
Council

 
II. Meeting Purpose (Seth) 

The purpose of getting together is to talk about a request made to CPW for aquatics data.  CPW suggested an 
office meeting to talk through, more precisely, what the consulting team was looking for before data would be 
assembled and sent.  Today’s meeting intends to accomplish this.  Seth would also like to work through a mental 
modeling exercise with the group. 
 

III. Data Needs (Seth and AJ) 

Data needs were summarized as follows: 

• Occurrence of fish species 

• Distribution of fish species throughout the watershed – tribs included 

• Location of physical barriers to migration and information on if these are useful or not 
Feedback from the group is summarized as follows: 

• USFS does not compile its data in an organized way except for electrofishing data that has to be 
submitted to CPW per a permit requirement 

• CPW cannot provide point data collected on private land (limited by statute) but can aggregate data at 
HUC level 

• CWCB has GIS data layers that can inform on barriers and other structures 
 

IV. Additional Discussion on State of Fisheries in Watershed 

A number of points were conveyed during the meeting discussion.  Below is a summary. 

• One of the greatest challenges to natives management are non-native invasives.  These are stocked 
intentionally and unintentionally on private lands (largemouth bass, yellow perch, black crappie, 
fathead minnow, catfish, grass carp, etc.).  Private stockers need a permit to do so (see CPW website 
under west slope fish stocking permit).  CPW website also lists streams where non-native stocking is 
explicitly disallowed (like where cutthroat or other natives management occurs). 

• Kendall’s area of management in our watershed extends from Glenwood Canyon to South Canyon.  
The canyon downstream to Silt is managed for trout.  They stocked last in 2010 with whirling resistant 
rainbow trout.  This reach contains brown trout, snakeriver cutthroat (for recreation), white sucker, 
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roundtail and native suckers.  CPW has been monitoring adult rainbows since 2016. Spawning occurs in 
the tribs (Grizzly, No Name, Elk Creek, Mitchell Creek).  Canyon Creek is good for spawning but has a 
barrier right at confluence.  Elk Creek has two significant barriers: the Roseman Ditch and New Castle 
ditch.  Deep Creek, trib to Elk Creek, has lots of brook trout.  Ute Creek, Corral Creek and Mansfeld all 
have native cutthroat. 

• Clay noted that Cache and Beaver Creek have native cutthroat populations.  The USFS management 
goal is to support natives where they naturally occur. 

• CPW has additional goals related to size, number. 

• All have been working on the reintroduction of conservation populations of native cutthroat.  See the 
greenback and Colorado River cutthroat conservation agreements.  Indigenous cutthroat management 
goals are to: 

o Protect in place 
o Expand habitats where they occur 
o Replicate in other locations   

• BLM working on Roan Creek in certain segments to remove rainbow, cut-bow, and brooks for 
reintroduction of indigenous trout. 

• Battlement Creek contains recreational trout. 

• Jenn works on the three species of concern: roundtail chub, flannelmouth sucker, bluehead sucker.  
They are thought to occur in the mainstem throughout the entire study area.  They are quite mobile.  
They become more predominate (over trout) below Rifle.  Not clear on their use of tribs – may be just 
for spawning and rearing, but not sure.  The larger tribs have more use – Parachute, Roan, Divide all 
have year-round use.  If the tribs have spring water flows then use by 3-species is assumed.  Spawning 
occurs April-ish with just days between spawning, hatching and floating down into the mainstem.  
Longnose and white suckers are abundant and biggest threat to the 3-species due to cross-breeding 
and hybridization.  Divide Creek is the most important population of resident 3-species in western 
Colorado.  All of the barriers in Divide Creek and tribs are on private property.  Primary threats to the 
3-species are flow modifications, hybridization with invasives, and predation by invasives (smallmouth 
bass). 

• Per Jenn, razorback and bonytails are stocked by USFWS from Rifle to De Beque.  Seems to be plenty of 
razorbacks; not much recapture of bonytails.  No data to support that either are reproducing.  There is 
no current evidence of pikeminnow here but they have been stocked by USFWS in past.  

 
 

V. Mental Model Exercise   

Seth is working with each of the focus groups to develop a “mental model” of different sectors of water use in 

the middle river.  The purpose of the exercise is to explore relationships between water use, ecosystem health 

and the various good and services that humans derive from river-related goods and services, introducing our 

individual perceptions around the value of these goods and services.  Results from all of the focus groups will be 

combined in a larger model.   This model will serve as an important tool as the group moves deeper into the 

assessment and project/program prioritization process of integrated water management planning.  The aquatics 

group worked through the exercise to develop relationships between ecology, human activities, river 

function/condition, and fisheries.   This group will be reconvened after all of the focus group models are 

aggregated.   

 

VI. Next Meeting   

The group will be reconvened after the consulting team has an opportunity to review the data. 

 


