
Middle Colorado Watershed Council 
Riparian Restoration Advisory Group (RRAG) Meeting 

December 11, 2018 – 10:00 AM to noon 
200 Lions Park Cir, Rifle, CO 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendees: 
Seth Mason, Lotic Hydrological 
Carla DeYoung, BLM 
Dave Erickson, Aspen Valley Land Trust 
Sara Wilson, RiversEdge West 
Wendy Ryan, Colorado River Engineering 

Jeff Roberts, Western Colorado Conservation 
Corps 
Tom Fresques, BLM 
Nate Higginson, MCWC 
Jared Emmert, City of Rifle 
Laurie Rink, MCWC 

 
I. Introductions and old business  

a. Reviewed last meeting with Cross-Watershed Network 

• River tour, stopping in Silt, Parachute, and De Beque to look at waterside 
recreation projects. 

• Reviewed last meeting’s minutes. 
II. Reports from committee members on current projects/issues/opportunities 

a. Nate’s project 

• Provided the group with a handout on Rifle Creek Watershed Assessment 

• Working to identify non-point source pollution & impacts to streams. 

• Recommending sites based on need and also cost/management. 

• Rifle Creek and some tributaries on 303(d) list. 
o BMPs to address non-point issues 
o While moving forward on Rifle Creek Assessment, Rifle Creek 

was de-listed from 303(d) for Selenium. 

• If the State is still interested in impairment issues that still exist (As, Fe, P), then 
funding may still be available. 

b. Jared’s info 

• City of Rifle Parks Department does some invasive removal in city parks.  Some 
work has been done in Centennial Park, which borders Rifle Creek. 

• Some larger Russian olive and Tamarisk trees were left for aesthetic reasons. 
c. Tom’s info 

• Restoration and vegetation management in CDOT right-of-way. 
d. Jeff’s info 

• W. Colorado Conservation Corps. has partnered with willing landowners to 
jump-start projects. 

• Used to show what kind of work the WCCC can do. 

• They have a maintenance plan-has historically been successful. 

• Will work with GarCo weed control this spring. 
e. Sarah’s info 

• RiversEdge West is partnering with NRCS for her new position. 

• Working to include more landowners in riparian restoration. 



• Providing technical advice to individual landowners on conservation plans. 
f. Dave’s info 

• Aspen Valley Land Trust. 

• Challenging for landowners to do the actual work for restoration, especially the 
maintenance. 

• It takes time to build relationships with landowners. 

• Roaring Fork and Middle Colorado watersheds in Aspen Valley Land Trust’s 
service area. 

o Working on a large-scale strategic plan for conservation efforts – 
includes inventorying resources like ag lands and wildlife habitat.  
Intends to solicit stakeholder/community feedback to determine 
priorities 

g. Carla’s info 

• Currently working on Roan Plateau, in the area between Parachute Creek and 
Highway 13. 

• Also working on wetlands inventory and some restoration at State Bridge area 
(mostly wetlands inventory). 

III. IWMP Process 
a. See handout- 2 page fact sheet on IWMP. 
b. Worked through conceptual modeling exercise with Seth of Lotic Hydrologic. 

• Changes to riparian ecosystems affect communities’ access to, and benefits 
from, natural resources. 

• Typically, we run into problems agreeing on what to do about known problems. 
o Introduced the conceptual software model to develop relationships 

between ecology, human activities, river function/condition, and water 
quality. 

▪ The group worked through constructing our own conceptual 
model with Seth. 

▪ We came up with several relationships, priorities, and solutions.  
This exercise will be performed by many focus groups during 
the course of the IWMP process. 

▪ This group will be reconvened after all of the focus group 
models are aggregated.  Seeking refinement feedback. 

 
 


